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A MESSAGE FROM THE ORIGINAL St MARY’S in ADDINGTON, UK.   
(I e-mailed  St Mary’s in Surrey, UK (after which, our church is named) and I  received kind responses from                             

Rev. Debbie Forman, the Vicar, and Sarah McNamara, Parish Secretary .  
They asked Richard Chapman to write a small piece for the Addington Times, about their church. Ed.) 

The production of Addington Times is a joint project of  
Manuka Cottage/ Addington Community House Inc. and   
Addington Neighbourhood Association. Funding towards 
cost of production is kindly provided by the Spreydon-
Heathcote Community Board.  
 
Editor: Doreen Darnell. E-mail: addington.times@gmail.com 
Our copy deadline is the 14th of each month, but early      
submissions are appreciated.  

 Pdf copies in colour are available on application to 
 addington.times@gmail.com or view on-line at 
 www.addington.org.nz 
 
 © Copyright remains with individual contributors.   
 Photos in this issue, where not credited, © the  editor,         
Addington Times. Signed articles represent the opinions of      
the writers. 
 

Greetings from St. Mary the Blessed Virgin,          
Addington, United Kingdom – and very many     
congratulations on your 150th anniversary! All of us 
at St. Mary’s send our prayers and best wishes for a 
wonderful commemoration year. 
 
I thought you might like to know something of our 
St. Mary's. We’re not exactly sure how old the 
church is, though we believe there to have been a 
church building on this site for close to 950 years. 
As such whilst it has changed a great deal over the 
years it has the distinction of being the oldest  
building still in continuous use in the London      
Borough of Croydon.    
  
At the start of the 19th century, Archbishops of 
Canterbury obtained nearby Addington Palace to 
use as their summer residence and so a close             
association grew up between the Archbishops and 
St. Mary’s, which was their nearest parish church. 
In 1867, the year that St. Mary’s Addington in 
Christchurch was founded, the Archbishop of     
Canterbury was Charles Longley. He is buried here 
in the churchyard at St. Mary’s, and four other 
19th century Archbishops of Canterbury are too, 
either in the churchyard or the church itself. One of 
those is Archbishop Howley who crowned Queen 
Victoria. There are memorials, decorations and 
stained glass dedicated to them and to other       
notable patrons of the church throughout St 
Mary’s.  
 
Although it has a distinguished history, we’re proud 
of what the church does today for the people of 
Addington and nearby, including New Addington, 
Selsdon and South Croydon. The church is a place 

of warmth and welcome, with a Sunday school, 
toddler groups, lunch clubs and a thriving social 
scene. We are sure that our namesake in New Zea-
land is just the same!    
 
You can find out more about us on our website 
(www.addington.org.uk) and if you use  social    
media you can find us on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/addingtonstmary/) and on 
Twitter (@addingtonstmary). Of course if you are 
ever over in England, do please come and visit – 
we’d be delighted to welcome you. 
 
Once again, many congratulations on your           
anniversary and best wishes for the future. 
             Richard Chapman 

Addington Times 

The Addington Times congratulates St Mary’s Church on the  
occasion of its 150th Anniversary (19 February 2017) 

It is 150 years since early pioneers of Addington 
gathered to begin a church community on the      
tussocky paddock of what had been marked out as 
Church Square. They had no priest or minister to 
lead them – simply a desire to gather together to 
worship God in fellowship with their neighbours. 
 
It was a tough life for the hard-working folk of      
Addington in those days, yet they persevered and 
laid the foundations for the lively suburb we share       
today. It’s good to remember our roots and            
Addington’s strong historical background of         
community and courage. 
 
On Sunday 19th February at 10.00am, worshippers 
will gather at St. Mary’s to give thanks to God for 
what has been, for what is, and for what shall be. All 
Addington residents are warmly invited to join in 
the celebrations, both in the church, and also,      
beginning at 1.00pm, at a free tea party in Church 
Square.     
 
Music provided by Addington Brass, and Simon Hart 
will accompany the proceedings. A bouncy castle 
will be available for children, and much bouncing 
around of stories, past and present, is anticipated 
for adults, with free music, food, fellowship and fun 
for the families and friends of  Addington.  
 
Nowadays, there is a rich, colourful diversity of     
ethnic groups, races and creeds throughout                  
Addington. It is hoped that many will join together 
in the festivities taking place in Church Square on 
this happy occasion. Several former vicars, and    
children who grew up at the Vicarage in Church 

Square will be there, and giant photo books in the 
church will be available to look through 150 years of 
community history, events and activities. Come and 
relax, rejoice, and recuperate from a busy week, just 
as our Addington forbears did.    
 
There are also a limited number of spaces available 
for a commemorative dinner to be held at St.        
Martin’s Church Hall, 50 Lincoln Road, on the        
previous evening: Saturday 18th February, from 
5.30pm.  
 
Rev. Mandy Neill, Vicar. 

February 2017 

CELEBRATING ADDINGTON’S EARLY HISTORY 

In today’s Haxell window at St. Mary’s Church, an  

early pioneer family group is  depicted in front of the 

original  St. Mary’s   in  Addington, Christchurch.   
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We are based at Lighthouse 
Baptist Church on the corner of   

Barrington and Bewdley Streets.  
Open:  10am-12 noon, and 1-3pm. 

   
Addington.net offers expert  assistance in all       

aspects of computer use at minimal cost. 
For bookings, call 9627244 or e-mail:                             

info@addington.net 

 

20172017  
What is in store for you this year? Have you made 
plans or are you going to try your luck on taking 
whatever comes your way? Often we get caught in 
the trap of just letting life happen, but is that what 
we really want? It takes time to think differently 
about how one ‘does’ life. It also takes                 
determination to change the things we do have 
control over. One thing is for sure there are no 
Fairy Godmothers out there to wave a wand to 
bring change however big or small, so that means 
it is up to us to effect change for ourselves and our 
families. 
 
 In their latest annual report, Oxfam claim the gap 
between rich and poor is still growing with eight 
billionaires owning collectively more than the 
worth of 3.6 billion people from the poorer half of 
the world’s population. This same report reveals 
that two wealthiest men in NZ are worth the same 
as those that form the poorest 30% of the adult NZ 
population. So if getting rich is a high priority on 
your bucket list is that really realistic, and is it     
really that important?  

There are things that can be planned and moved 
towards. Perhaps you wish to take your education 
to the next level, tweak the creative juices or 
stretch yourself and learn something new. Hagley 
College runs an ‘after 3’ programme that is really 
affordable and is just down the road. They offer 
anything from academic , to practical, to fun.   
 
What about joining your local Residents               
Association, a sports club, learning first aid, joining 
a reading or writing group, singing in a choir? Some 
of these you can do right here in Addington at   
Manuka Cottage, Addington.net, Addington Haven, 
and Addington Neighbourhood Association. If you 
can’t find it,  then Google it. It doesn’t take much 
to inspire a spark in your life but it does take     
commitment from you and a will to move forward.  
 

Welcome 2017. Bring it on! 
 
Cherylan Davies,  
Community Development Worker,  
Manuka Cottage. 

The Sallies in Addington 
 
One thing Addington has been known for over the 
years is the strong presence of the Salvation Army 
(the Sallies). I went to the local headquarters at 
Poulson Street to find out what 2017 holds for the 
two Addington stores. 
 
There is change afoot. The friendly service and   
customary variety of goods and low prices will    
remain but shoppers will notice the extended 
hours. As well, there is a new face about the place. 
Natarsha Campbell manages the Family Store in 
Lincoln Road, the Supply Depot and the Furniture 
Store in Poulson Street. I met with Natarsha and 
Furniture Store Team Leader, Jason Wales, to talk 
about the Sallies shops. Both are very upbeat about 
2017.  
 
‘We have changed our opening hours to               
accommodate the people who were finding it too 
hard to get to us by 4pm. Both the shops are now 
open Monday to Saturday 9am. until 5.15pm,’ says 
Natarsha. ‘We also have a regular “Mad Sale” day 
on the second and fourth Saturdays in the month. 
Things sell at crazy prices.’ 
 
Both Natarsha and Jason are at pains to thank the 
volunteers who keep the shops running. ‘We  
couldn’t survive without them and we are always 
looking for more helpers,’ says Natarsha. ‘The  
money that the two stores make goes to funding 
the Addington Supportive Accommodation at   

Poulson Street. We help the residents get            
accommodation and learn the basics of living, like 
learning how to cook. Without the support of the 
stores the hostel would shut and its good work 
would stop,’ she says.  
 
More people than ever are shopping at the family 
and furniture stores. Jason says there are many 
shoppers who are ‘our regulars’ and they come 
through the door every day. ‘Shopping at a Family 
Store is more like coming to see family than going 
to a shop. We encourage a very nice atmosphere 
and we get to know what sort of thing appeals to a 
customer and we’ll say, “there’s something here 
you really need to see”.’ The Sallies are for         
everyone and everyone loves a bargain.’  
 
Shoppers at Sallies stores will know, when it comes 
to what’s for sale, the words ‘unexpected’ and 
‘quirky’ definitely apply. Jason says he was          
surprised when a unicycle was dropped off at the 
door one day. ‘Then we had six unicycles come 
through the next day.’                                     Di Boyd  
                                                               (text and photos)  

Photo above left: the Sallies collection centre and 
furniture store in Poulson Street . 
 
Photo right:  the Sallies Family Store in Lincoln Road.  

Photo above, right: Natarsha  Campbell and  Jason Wales 
at  the Sallies Family Store. 

Your local not-for-profit computer hub, is staffed by some 
amazing technically savvy volunteers Monday to Friday. They 
will help you get to grips with new technologies that have 
the potential to  make life easier for you, but only  if you  can 
understand how to operate them. 
 
At the moment staff and volunteers at addington.net  are 
helping people with the use of android phones, setting up       
e-mail access, filling in forms on line, making submissions to 
government agencies, organising photographs, and many 
other technical challenges. There’s also a 3D printing group! 
  
You don’t even need to own your own computer—just pop 
along to Bewdley Street and use the computers at             
addington.net at minimal cost. In the words of one grateful 
client: ‘They make the impossible knowable’ 

Addington.net is also starting a new, social group for people 
with disabilities to learn and improve their skills with       
computers, phones and tablets. The group is the brainchild of 
addington.net volunteer, Roger, who is an advocate for    
people with disabilities.   
 
At the first meeting on Monday, 13 March, members will be 
able to say how they want the group to work and what they 
want to learn. The group will meet from 3.15 – 4.30 pm on 
the second and fourth Monday of the month at                  
addington.net, 389 Barrington Street, Spreydon (the       
Lighthouse Baptist Church building).  
 
To find out more and to book your place please telephone 
Greg or Lynda  on 9627244 
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Manuka Cottage Addington Community 

House Incorporated  
                     Operating from St Mary’s Church  
                Activities Co-ordinator: Dianne Fitzgerald 
A warm and friendly place for you to enjoy, run by the  
                    community for the community.  
 
Mon  10am  Walkie Talkies Walking Group  
 10am-1pm  Coffee n Chat—10c per cup  
 11am  Parlour Games, cards, etc.  
 11am-1pm Art Group (limited places)  
Tues  10.30am- 3pm      Women only Day 
  Morning tea, Bits and Bobs projects, Bring and    
     Buy 
 12 noon  Shared lunch 
 1pm Craft Group - gold coin donation  
Wed  10.30 -11.30am  cuppa n chat  
 12-1pm Community Lunch - gold coin donation
 11am-1pm  Manuka Trading Post Timebank
 11am-2.30pm Manuka Fruit and Vege Co-op  

Collect your order and pay $15 for the next  
Thurs  10am Addy-venturers Walking Group  
 10.30am-12 noon Writers’ Group   
 10am-12 noon Café 10c  per cup, 20c biscuit 
 12.30-2.30pm Mothers’ Community  
 Programme  
New activities and groups will arise from time to time.  
Our goal is to help you to have a sense of belonging and 
connection in your neighbourhood.  

Everybody is welcome  and accepted. 
 
Cherylan Davies, Community Development Worker. 

Happy New Year from Addington Timebank!  
 
2016 saw the TimeBank gain 81 new members, and engage in 385 exchanges totalling 
1,669 hours — that is the equivalent of nearly ten months of full time work! 
 
One of our TimeBank members took it upon herself to organise a charity Christmas and 
gather gifts for people in the community who needed help. She advertised through the 
TimeBank for anyone who could offer gifts such as toys or clothes to donate to give to 
families in need. After all her hard work she wrote up how it had gone: 

 

ADDINGTON BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 

Contact Dean at:  

addington.business@gmail.com  

 

If you are an Addington business-person, don’t forget 
that City Council decisions about the abolition of      
parking and the re-configuration of roads, etc, will affect 
your business, your customers and your  employees.  
 
Submissions made by a Business Association  will  carry 
more weight than those made by individuals. Join us   
on-line now! (There is no cost )  

ADDINGTON NEIGBOURHOOD  
ASSOCIATION 

 
our last meeting for the ANA in November was a pot-
luck dinner - thanks for those who came along, we 
also enjoyed some treats from Pies and Coffee as 
they donated pies, sandwiches and slices for us. 
 
Amanda drew the winner of the  Accessible Survival 
kit and I was lucky enough to win this. I'm really 
stoked as my family  shifted and our survival kit got 
pulled apart. I did buy a number of tickets as I really 
wanted to win! Fab idea, Amanda!  I hope the ANA 
can really help promote the Accessible Survival kit 
this year. 
 
Don't forget our trailer hire too. Ring Eric and if you 
can't get hold of him then keep trying as I'm sure 
he's busy. 
 
ANA meets at St Mary’s Church at 7pm on the last 
Wednesday of the month. Our February meeting will 
be on Wednesday, 22 February. 
                                     Sarah McKenzie, Chairperson. 
                   (addington.neighbourhood@gmail.com) 

ANA trailer hire: ph. Eric—9815252 

MANUKA SCRIBES 

Do you want to contribute to a book of original poems, 

short stories and prose pieces enlivened with drawings and 

photographs by other talented locals?  

We’re collecting contributions now.  

Remember Shrove Tuesday and the Beth Hodgson 
Memorial  Pancake 

Race? 

This year the date is Tuesday, 28 February and the time 5.30 – 7.30pm and it is part of 
the Summer of Fun programme,  at St Mary’s, Church Square, Addington.  
 
All ages are welcome to participate (85 year olds are already keen to race) and spectators are also      
welcome.  There will be pancakes to eat as well as to toss, so have a picnic and have fun! Families will 
enjoy music, bouncy castle and children’s games.  
 
If you are prepared with a team before the date, please register before the day, text 027-7259148 or      
e-mail ajhud@clear.net.nz  or just come along and join a team then and there. The winning racing  team 
receives a cup. If people dress up and come along as  part of a team they could also have a team photo 
and their team’s name on a cup for the year. 

I want to thank everyone who donated and helped with the charity drive. What we achieved together was amazing!!!  Twelve 
Christmas boxes for 12 families in our community who were nominated by a friend or family member, and 19 individually 
wrapped gift piles and boxes to 19 individuals — all people in our community who needed a little extra help. 
 
I'm so blessed for all the help and how many we helped!  Thank you all again, Chanelle. 

 
At the TimeBank we are looking forward to continuing to grow and show that sharing time and skills and looking 
after each other is mountains more valuable than a pile of gold!  
 
Gen (ph: 0211 345 802) and Chrys (ph:0227 86 86 53) 
www.addington timebank.org 

Come to a concert at St Mary’s, Church Square, Addington 

Featuring: Steve and Ainsley Apirana and friends 

Wednesday March 1st.  

Doors open 7.30 Concert starts 8pm. 

Admission $10 unwaged/seniors 

$15 waged. (Cash only—no eftpos) 
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ON-GOING ISSUES WITH CITY COUNCIL DECISIONS.  
 

In the photo above, Council officials were canvassing opinions about  planned alterations to Lincoln Road. In the 
pipeline, locals have ongoing concerns about cycleways, road   closures, and access to customer and residential 
parking affected by the planned    changes in Selwyn Street. If these plans are likely to affect you, keep an eye on 
the  Council website:  www.ccc.govt.nz/cycleways 

Photo right: Section clearing and rebuilding  
continues apace in post-quake Addington. This 
site is in Fielding Street, opposite the back     
entrance of Addingtown Mall. 

Photo left: the site of Aqua Vitae, Addington’s go-to 
shop for brewing and distilling supplies was vacated at 
the end of last year and has re-emerged as Addington 
Quickstop. Shops like this will depend more than ever 
on the  availability of short-term roadside parking.  
 
(Aqua Vitae continues to trade on-line and owner, 
Averil  Halliday, still serves Addington locals by deliver-
ing free range eggs. ) 

Activities at our community centre, Manuka Cottage  

These are currently still hosted by St Mary’s Church, Addington. Last year Rosemary’s drive and       
enthusiasm resulted in the setting up of two creative groups: the art group (which meets on Mondays) 
and the writers’ group (which meets on Thursdays). The photos above show Rosemary acknowledging 
the outstanding achievements of members of the two groups.  

Photo above left: Rosemary acknowledges Barry’s expertise as a poet; photo right: Rosemary           
commends Laureen for her artwork. 

WHAT’S NEW IN ADDINGTON? 

Sunday 19th February 
St. Mary’S anglican church, addington  

150th Anniversary (1867-2017)  
 

 Thanksgiving Service at 10am—all welcome  
Followed by festivities on the lawn in Church Square  

1.00pm start till about 3.00pm 
 
Special Musical Guests: The fantastic ‘Addington Brass’ and Simon Hart  (background 
music), plus Devonshire Teas, BBQ Sausages, Christchurch Faeries Circle, Bouncy Castle, 
Adam All Sorts, and gelato  ice creams  available for purchase (local producer).  

 
Join us for a picnic, a bit of fun and a celebration of 150 years of being in Addington. 

 
Church records tell us about the first church building: 
‘A design was obtained, tenders called, and a contract entered into for a small, unlined, unfurnished building, 
which cost little more than the committee had in hand. No foundation stone was laid, no opening service graced 
by the presence of Bishop or Archdeacon took place. On 19 February 1867 a tea meeting was held in the         
completed room, followed on the Sunday by the first church service there.’ 


